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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to application filed on January 8, 2002. Claims 1 - 1 5 are 
presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Carter (US 
Patent No. 5,878,419). 

2, As per claim 1, Carter teaches a computer implemented method of automatically 
generating Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) documents or messages using an EDI system, 
comprising: 

extracting segments, transaction sets, functional groups, and attributes from an EDI 
document, as extracted data {coL 2 lines 62-67 y coL3 lines I8-29y col. 6 lines 40-60, col. 12 lines 
60-67)\ and 

storing the extracted data in a memory in a hierarchical manner according to whether the 
extracted data is segment data, transaction set data, functional group data, or attribute data {coL3 
lines 18-67, col. 4 lines 21-34, col. 4 lines 1-34, col. 5 lines 3-13). 
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3. As per claim 2, Carter teaches the method further comprising: 

extracting at least one segment from the EDI document from the memory based on a 
hierarchical relationship between the segment and other data of the EDI document stored in the 
memory (coL2 lines 7-18, coL 6 lines 40-52, coL 8 lines 55-60). 

4. As per claim 3, Carter teaches the method fiuther comprising: 

extracting at least one transaction set from the EDI document from the memory based on 
a hierarchical relationship between the segment and other data of the EDI document stored in the 
memory (col. J lines 33-41, coL 2 lines 7-18, col. 8 lines 35-60). 

5. As per claim 4, Carter teaches the method further comprising: 

extracting at least one fiinctional group from the EDI document from the memory based 
on a hierarchical relationship between the segment and other data of the EDI document stored in 
the memory {coL2 lines 7-18, coL6 lines 53-60, col. 8 lines 35-60). 

6. As per claim 5, Carter teaches the method further comprising: 

extracting at least one fimctional group from the EDI document from the memory based 
on a hierarchical relationship between the segment and other data of the EDI document stored in 
the memory (coL2 lines 7-18, coL6 lines 53-60, col. 8 lines 35-60); and 
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extracting at least one transaction set from the EDI document that is a part of the at least 
one functional group, based on a linkage in the memory of the at least one transaction set to the 
at least one functional group {coL6 lines 53-67 j col. 7 lines 1-6), 

7. As per claim 6, Carter teaches a system for automatically generating data in a self 
describing markup language (coL J 7 lines 29-40) format from received EDI data, comprising: 

a data extractor that is configured to extract segments, transaction sets, functional groups, 
and attributes from an EDI document, as extracted data (coL 2 lines 62-67, col. 3 lines J 8-29, coL 
6 lines 40-60, coL 12 lines 60-67); and 

a memory that is configured to store the extracted data in a hierarchical manner, the 
extracted data being stored in the memory according to whether the extracted data is segment 
data, transaction set data, functional group data, or attribute data {coL3 lines 18-67, coL 4 lines 
21-34, coL 4 lines 1-34, coLS lines 3-13). 

8. As per claim 7, Carter teaches the system further comprising: 

a second data extractor that extracts at least one segment from the EDI document from 
the memory based on a hierarchical relationship between the segment and other data of the EDI 
document stored in the memory (coL2 lines 7-18, coL 6 lines 40-52, col. 8 lines 55-60), 
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9. As per claim 8, Carter teaches the system further comprising: 

a second data extractor that extracts at least one transaction set from the EDI document 
from the memory based on a hierarchical relationship between the segment and other data of the 
EDI document stored in the memory {coi l lines 33-41, coL 2 lines 7-18, coL 8 lines 35-60). 

10. As per claim 9, Carter teaches a system further comprising: 

a second data extractor that extracts at least one functional group from the EDI 
document from the memory based on a hierarchical relationship between the segment and other 
data of the EDI document stored in the memory {coL2 lines 7-18, coL6 lines 53-60, coL 8 lines 
35-60). 

11. As per claim 10, Carter teaches the system further comprising: 

a second data extractor that extracts at least one functional group from the EDI 
document from the memory based on a hierarchical relationship between the segment and other 
data of the EDI document stored in the memory (coL2 lines 7-18, col.6 lines 53-60, col. 8 lines 
35-60); and 

a third data extractor that extracts at least one transaction set from the EDI document 
that is a part of the at least one functional group, based on a linkage in the memory of the at least 
one transaction set to the at least one functional group (col. 6 lines 53-67, col. 7 lines 1-6). 
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12. As per claim 11, Carter teaches a computer readable data storage medium for an EDI 
system having program code recorded thereon that is executable by a computer to perform the 
following steps: 

extracting segments, transaction sets, functional groups, and attributes from an EDI 
document, as extracted data {coL 2 lines 62-67, coL3 lines 18-29, col. 6 lines 40-60, col. 12 lines 
60-67); md 

storing the extracted data in a memory in a hierarchical manner according to whether 
the extracted data is segment data, transaction set data, functional group data, or attribute data 
(coL3 lines 18-67, col. 4 lines 21-34, col. 4 lines 1-34, coLS lines 3-13), 

13. As per claim 12, Carter teaches the computer readable data storage medium having 
program code recorded thereon according to claim 11, further comprising: 

extracting at least one segment from the EDI document from the memory based on a 
hierarchical relationship between the segment and other data of the EDI document stored in the 
memory (col.2 lines 7-18, coL 6 lines 40-52, coL 8 lines 55-60). 

14. As per claim 13, Carter teaches the computer readable data storage medium having 
program code recorded thereon further comprising: 

extracting at least one transaction set from the EDT document from the memory based on 
a hierarchical relationship between the segment and other data of the EDT document stored in 
the memory (coL 1 lines 33-41, col. 2 lines 7-18, col. 8 lines 35-60). 
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15. As per claim 14, Carter teaches the computer readable data storage medium having 
program code recorded thereon comprising: 

extracting at least one functional group from the EDI document from the memory based 
on a hierarchical relationship between the segment and other data of the EDT document stored in 
the memory {coL2 lines 7-18, coL6 lines 53-60^ coL 8 lines 35-60). 

16. As per claim 15, Carter teaches the computer readable data storage medium having 
program code recorded thereon further comprising: 

extracting at least one functional group from the EDT document from the memory based 
on a hierarchical relationship between the segment and other data of the EDT document stored in 
the memory (coL2 lines 7-18, coL6 lines 53-60, col. 8 lines 35-60); and 

extracting at least one transaction set from the EDT document that is a part of the at least 
one functional group, based on a linkage in the memory of the at least one transaction set to the 
at least one functional group (coL6 lines 53-67, coL 7 lines 1-6), 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 



a. 



Pasetes, Jr. et al (US Patent No. 5,202,977) 



b. 



Stephen Carter (US Patent No. 5,878,419) 



c. 



Sharma et al (US Patent No. 6,175,837) 



d. 



Ng et al (US Patent No. 6,374,256) 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mohamed Wasel whose telephone number is (571) 272-2669. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (8:00 am - 4:30 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John FoUansbee can be reached on (571) 272-3964. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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September 27, 2005 




